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THE EVE OF THE NATIVITY 
December 24, 2021  

9:00 pm  
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Welcome! 
We are glad that you have joined us for worship.  

We are a welcoming and affirming parish of The Episcopal Church and a vibrant faith 
community that seeks to renew people for their daily life.  

This bulletin is a guide to our worship and all congregational responses are in bold. 

Mask/Face coverings are required, regardless of vaccination status.  

Social Distancing - Please be respectful of requests for distance, and please ask if unsure. 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS  
 
4:30  Service 
Lay Readers: Dorothea Weeks, Jadarius Scott, TJ 
Arey, Natalie Brown, Rob Scott  
Ushers: Bill Baker, Moose Brown, John Horine, Bill 
Johnston 
Live-stream: John Horine 
Organist: John Bonn 
 
9:00  Service  
Acolyte: Hilary Sargeant 
Lay Reader: Bill Nesbitt 
Intercessor: Hilary Sargeant 
Altar: Many Christmas Angels 
Live-stream: John Horine 
Organist: Jane Miller 
 
 

 
 
 
 

CLERGY AND STAFF  

The Rev. Arianne Rice, Rector 
arice@goodshepherdruxton.org 

Kim Chalmers, Finance Manager 
kchalmers@goodshepherdruxton.org 

Robert Woodward, Sunday Sexton 

Lauren Rohrs, Communications Coordinator 
lrohrs@goodshepherdruxton.org 

Kevin King, Choirmaster 

John Bonn and Jane Miller, Organists 

 

Church of the Good Shepherd  |  1401 Carrollton Avenue, Towson, MD 21204 
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CHOIR 
Faith Borucke 
Renee Butler 
Ginny Arey 
Bill Nesbitt 
John Bonn 

Mark McGrath 
 
 

 

CHORAL PRELUDE 
 

Beginning at 8:30PM 
The Choir of Good Shepherd 

 Jane Miller, Organist 
Kevin King, Choirmaster 

 
ORGAN AND CHOIR PRELUDE 
For Behold, Darkness Shall Cover the Earth             G. F. Handel 

Soloist, Mark McGrath, baritone    
Es ist ein Ros entsprungen                 Johannes Brahms 
A Babe is Born I Wys                  F. Bainton  
A Christmas Carol                Ned Rorem 

Soloist, Kevin King, tenor  
All This Time                               Sir William Walton  
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence               arr. Gilbert Martin 
Cantique de Noel                        Adolphe Adam 

Soloist,  Ginny Morgan Arey, mezzo-soprano 
Sing We Now of Christmas                 arr. Gilbert Martin 
Suo Gan (Welsh Lullaby)                  arr. George Guest 

Soloist, Faith Borucke, soprano 
In Dulci Jubilo              D. Buxtehude 
Before the Marvel of This Night              Carl Schalk 
Noel Grand Jeu et Duo              L. C. D’Aquin 
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THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN #83                              verses 1-3                   O come, all ye faithful 
All who are able, please stand. 

OPENING ACCLAMATION  
The people standing, the Celebrant says, 

Blessed are you, holy and living One.  
You come to your people and set them free.  
 
SONG OF PRAISE HYMN #96    verse 1                                Angels we have heard on high  

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  

Let us pray. 
The Celebrant prays 

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, who 
have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you and 
the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

THE FIRST LESSON              Isaiah 9:2-7 
A reading from the Prophet Isaiah. 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 
light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness--on 
them light has shined. You have multiplied the 
nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before 
you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when 
dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and 
the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their 
oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the 
garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for 
the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given 
to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is 

named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority 
shall grow continually, and there shall be endless 
peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He 
will establish and uphold it with justice and with 
righteousness from this time onward and 
forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do 
this. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 

THE SECOND LESSON                 Titus 3:4-7 
A reading from Paul’s letter to Titus. 

When the goodness and loving kindness of God our 
Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of any 
works of righteousness that we had done, but 
according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth 
and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured 
out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so 

that, having been justified by his grace, we might 
become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 

SEQUENCE HYMN #102              verses 1-3                   Once in royal David’s city 
All who are able, please stand. 

Angels we have heard on high, 
singing sweetly through the night, 

and the mountains in reply 
echoing their brave delight. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
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THE GOSPEL               Luke 2:1-20 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor 
Augustus that all the world should be registered. This 
was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own 
towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the 
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 
from the house and family of David. He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the 
time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands 
of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn. In that region there were 
shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to 
them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all the people: to you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will 

find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on 
earth peace among those whom he favors!"  

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, 
the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us." So they went 
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 
lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; and 
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
told them. But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

THE SERMON 

THE REV. ARIANNE RICE 
Following the benediction all are seated. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

The Intercessor bids the prayers, The Congregation’s 
response is in bold. 

As we join the angels and celebrate with joy the birth 
of the Son of God, let us offer prayers to God who 
gives new birth to sons and daughters in every place. 

For the birth of the timeless Son of God to his mother 
Mary. Glory and praise to you, O living God. 

For Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, 
our Presiding Bishop; Eugene  and Bob, our own 
Bishops; and for the clergy and all who minister in 
Christ, and for all the holy people of God. Glory and 
praise to you, O living God. 

For all who put their trust in the incarnate Son of 
God. Glory and praise to you, O living God. 

For the leaders of the nations and all in authority, 
and for peace and justice. Glory and praise to you, 
O living God. 

 

 

For travelers, for the sick and the suffering, for 
refugees and the displaced, for the hungry and the 
homeless; and for all those who mourn. In our parish 
we pray for Rosemary, Audrey, Janice,  Alyssa, 
Robert, Anne, Bruce, Chip, Gilbert, and for those we 
name either silently or aloud (pause), let us pray to 
the Lord. Glory and praise to you, O living God. 

For the dying and the dead, especially those we name 
either silently or aloud (pause) let us pray to the Lord. 
Glory and praise to you, O living God. 

For our deliverance from all affliction, strife, and 
need. Glory and praise to you, O living God.  

Joining our voices with all the saints, let us offer 
ourselves and one another to the living God through 
Christ. To you, O Lord our God. 

The Celebrant prays: 

Source of light and gladness, accept the prayers we 
offer on this joyful feast. May we grow in Jesus Christ 
who unites our lives to yours and who is Lord for all 
eternity; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE PEACE 
We share the peace with a wave, the peace sign, or a look of greeting as we remain at our seats.  

The peace of Christ be always with you. 
And also with you. 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
We welcome newcomers and visitors! If you would like to learn more about Good Shepherd, please fill out a 
newcomer card and place it in the offering plate. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM            Corpus Christi Carol                                                              Trond Kverno  

DOXOLOGY                                          #390, vs. 4 
Sung by all as the offerings are brought forward. 

Praise to the Lord!  
O let all that is in us adore him!   

All that hath life and breath come now with praises before him! 
Let the amen sound from his people again, gladly forever adore him! 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                 Eucharistic Prayer A , BCP p.361 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth.  

The Celebrant continues with a Proper Preface.  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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SANCTUS: S-125   

The Celebrant gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ’s passion and resurrection and prays over the 
bread and the wine. 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith, 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  

The Celebrant sanctifies the gifts and asks God to unite us through Christ. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Fa-
ther, now and for ever. Amen. 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him 
in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

All are invited to the altar to receive the Bread or a blessing. At this time please stand at the altar, one at a time to 
receive the bread. 

FRACTION 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
All who are able please stand. 

Let us pray. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now 
into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and single-
ness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The acolytes assist the congregation in lighting their candles.  

HYMN #111                       Silent night, holy night 

CHRISTMAS BLESSING 

The Celebrant blesses the people. 

May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with his joy and 
peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you, and              
remain with you always. Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
Alleluia, alleluia. Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

POSTLUDE                          Gloria                                                                                  W. A. Mozart  

HYMN #87             Hark the herald angels sing 

COMMUNION HYMN #112                   In the bleak mid-winter 

COMMUNION HYMN #89                     It came upon a midnight clear 

COMMUNION HYMN #104                    A stable lamp is lighted 

The clergy and staff at Good Shepherd wish you and yours a very 
merry Christmas and a happy New Year! 

UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

SUNDAY, 12/26 
10:00 am Holy Eucharist with Music 

There is no 8 am Said Eucharist this Sunday. 
 

SUNDAY, 1/2 
10:00 am Holy Eucharist with Music 

There is no 8 am Said Eucharist this Sunday. 
 

SUNDAY, 1/9 
Feast of the Epiphany 

8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
10:00 am Holy Eucharist with Music 

 


